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we do not undercut the possibility of 
effective regulation of cryptocurrency, 
that perhaps we provide for the regula-
tion and tough regulation of 
cryptocurrency with the Know Your 
Customer and the anti-money laun-
dering statutes and that at least we do 
no harm. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

REFLECTION OF TIME SERVED IN 
CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
KINZINGER) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. KINZINGER. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great pride that I rise today and 
for the next few minutes, I would like 
to reflect on my 12 years serving in 
this body. 

I knew from a young age that I want-
ed to serve our Nation. While I was 
still in college, I was elected to the 
McLean County Board, the youngest 
person ever to do so. 

In 2003, I was commissioned in the 
Air Force, a responsibility that I took 
very seriously, and one I still serve to 
this day. 

Returning from Operation Iraqi Free-
dom and Operation Enduring Freedom, 
I ran for Congress, and I won. 

Well, at the time I didn’t have a fam-
ily, I promised to myself to leave them 
a better country than the one that I in-
herited. Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, I 
cannot in good conscience say that I 
have done that. 

When preparing this speech, I knew 
that reflecting on our country’s past 
would be the guiding light to our des-
tiny. 

What made the experiment of our 
great Nation so remarkable was that 
the American people put their faith in 
their fellow citizens to tell the truth 
and make difficult choices. 

We have taken these ideals for grant-
ed for far too long. Instead of using our 
platform to advance the well-being of 
our Nation and our people, we have 
turned this institution into an echo 
chamber of lies. 

Coming home from war, I truly be-
lieved that American democracy was 
infallible. 

How could a Nation that fought a 
civil war for the freedom of all, a Na-
tion that vanquished fascism and com-
munism in Europe, how could it falter. 

How could we stand atop Mount Ev-
erest only to decide that we prefer to 
fight in the mud. 

I have sworn an oath, both in uni-
form and in this office, to protect this 
Nation and its Constitution. While 
overseas, I witnessed the dangers that 
radicalization of beliefs can have on 
people in Iraq and Afghanistan. Sadly, 
since coming to Congress, I have 
watched how Republicans and Demo-
crats have weaponized fear in much the 
same way. 

We must not abandon our values or 
our beliefs in the U.S. Constitution. We 

all swore an oath in this very Chamber 
to support and defend the Constitution 
of the United States, not a political 
party and not a single man. Let us 
renew this belief while casting out 
those who take the unprecedented call 
to abolish this sacred document. 

Just as Lady Justice looks upon the 
Constitution and the Old Supreme 
Court one floor below us, we must re-
move the blindfold of politics and gov-
ern for all Americans when we are exe-
cuting our duties. 

Where Republicans once believed 
that limited government meant lower 
taxes and more autonomy, today, lim-
ited government means inciting vio-
lence against government officials. 

Following the tragic Oklahoma City 
bombing, former President George 
H.W. Bush publicly refuted those who 
used fear to gain support. In stark con-
trast, our leaders today belittle, and in 
some cases, justify attacks on the U.S. 
Capitol as ‘‘legitimate political dis-
course.’’ 

The once great party of Lincoln, Roo-
sevelt, and Reagan has turned its back 
on the ideals of liberty and self-govern-
ance. Instead, it has embraced lies and 
deceit. 

The Republican Party used to believe 
in the big tent, which welcomed the 
tired, the poor, the huddled masses 
yearning to breathe free. Now, we shel-
ter the ignorant, the racists, who only 
stoke anger and hatred to those who 
are different than us. 

Our constituents voted us in based on 
our beliefs, but we cannot use our faith 
as a sword and a shield while ignoring 
the fact that we are all children of God, 
that we are all Americans. 

To my Democratic colleagues, you 
must, too, bear the burden of our fail-
ures. Many of you have asked me, 
Where are all the good Republicans? 

Over the past 2 years, Democratic 
leadership had the opportunity to 
stand above the fray. Instead, they 
poured millions of dollars into the 
campaigns of MAGA Republicans, the 
same candidates President Biden called 
a national security threat, to ensure 
these good Republicans did not make it 
out of their respective primaries. 

This is no longer politics as usual. 
This is not a game. If you keep stoking 
the fire, you can’t point the fingers 
when our great experiment goes up in 
flames. 

Unfortunately, there are too few Re-
publicans and Democrats that have the 
spines to stand up and put country over 
party. This is not how our Founding 
Fathers intended for our democracy to 
function, because, Mr. Speaker, our de-
mocracy is not functioning. 

When one party’s megaphone echoes 
calls for a civil war and the other tac-
itly, and in some cases, openly sup-
ports it, then we are clearly lost, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Much like the Titanic on its maiden 
voyage, if Republicans and Democrats 
don’t urgently course correct, I fear we 
will hit the iceberg right in front of us. 

While our politics are more divided 
now than any time over the past 160 

years, we are often reminded of the 
magic of America at its best. 

Following tragedies like the Boston 
Marathon bombing, or Hurricanes 
Sandy and Harvey, Americans from all 
walks of life banded together to sup-
port their neighbor, regardless of their 
political affiliation. Through hardship, 
hope reigns. 

With this in mind, we cannot allow 
the loudest voice in the room to be-
come the voice of reason. While we in 
recent years have failed our constitu-
ents, there have been times when we 
have come together to find common-
sense solutions to some of the pressing 
challenges of our times. As a Nation, 
we achieve more when we work to-
gether. 

Americans deserve a democracy that 
values truthful leaders and real dia-
logue between our parties. It is my be-
lief that we have to put aside our dif-
ferences and remember that the Nation 
itself will only survive if the people 
have faith in one another. 

Unfortunately, we now live in a 
world where lies trump truth, where 
democracy is being challenged by 
authoritarianism. If we, America’s 
elected leaders, do not search within 
ourselves for a way out, I fear that this 
great experiment will fall into the ash 
heap of history. 

To millions of Americans looking for 
solutions, not lies, it is up to us to en-
sure that this ship does not sink. We 
are being challenged at home and 
abroad. We must not crumble under the 
gravity of this moment. 

So many men and women around the 
world would die and have died trying to 
achieve what we have in the United 
States. So many of America’s sons and 
daughters, many of whom were my 
friends, have died protecting it. 

As we continue to navigate a chal-
lenging and changing world, we must 
remember the past. Whenever the 
United States turns its back on hu-
manity, we all suffer the consequences. 

Western appeasement of Hitler not 
only led to the Second World War, but 
also the genocide of millions of Jews 
across Europe. Believing that we could 
leave Europe destroyed following the 
demise of Nazi Germany only 
emboldened Communist Russia to re-
press the Eastern Continent for nearly 
five decades. Only through continued 
American engagement did we defeat 
communism and liberate our European 
allies to enjoy their God-given free-
doms. 

Unfortunately, we once again re-
treated from the world thinking that 
no one would challenge the sole super-
power. Our hubris left a window for 19 
men armed with box cutters to murder 
2,996 Americans here at home. History 
has proven that American isolation 
from world affairs is dangerous. 

Over the years, I have been privileged 
to lead the effort on supporting Amer-
ican leadership in a world drowning in 
faux strongmen. 

Advocating for the rights of Syrian 
men, women, and children to live with-
out fear of Assad’s death squads 
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shouldn’t be political, it is just simply 
the right thing to do. 

Advocating for a stronger American 
assistance in Ukraine to counter 
Putin’s illegal invasion shouldn’t be 
political, it is just the right thing to 
do. 

By supporting those who believe in 
freedom, we advance the interests of 
the American people. Should this Con-
gress or any future Congress decide to 
turn their back on our alliances and 
commitments, it will do nothing but 
embolden our adversaries. None more 
than the Chinese Communist Party. 

b 1615 
It is all but certain that China is 

gauging their tolerance for pain based 
on our response to Ukraine. Should we 
fail to support our allies in Kyiv, China 
will unleash their own imperial aspira-
tion across the region. 

Had I known that standing up for 
truth would cost me my job, friend-
ships, and even my personal security, I 
would, without hesitation, do it all 
over again. 

I can rest easy at night knowing that 
I fulfilled my oath to the office. I know 
many in this institution cannot do the 
same. 

Some of my most rewarding and 
memorable accomplishments in Con-
gress have come from working to solve 
issues directly impacting the 16th Dis-
trict and Illinois as a whole. 

Whether it was fighting the opioid 
epidemic or keeping nuclear power 
plants running and our bridges stand-
ing, to responding to more emergent 
events like flooding, tornadoes, and 
even a global pandemic, these projects 
always felt so personal to me, and I 
took them seriously. 

Even though my time in Congress is 
coming to an end, I stand here renew-
ing that promise I made over a decade 
ago to leave this country a far better 
place than the one I inherited, not only 
for my son, Christian, but also for fu-
ture generations. 

In closing, I need to first thank God 
Almighty for his blessings. Without his 
guidance and protection, I would not be 
where I am today. 

I also thank the hundreds of thou-
sands of Illinoisans who placed their 
trust in me to represent them in this 
Chamber. While we may not have al-
ways agreed on every issue, I always 
worked to best represent my constitu-
ents and my Nation. 

I certainly would not be the man I 
am today without my family. For my 
parents, Rus and Jodi Kinzinger, to my 
wife and newborn son, Sofia and Chris-
tian, you have all lifted me in my time 
of need. While others fled, you stood 
your ground, and you supported me 
through thick and thin. For this, I am 
eternally grateful. 

Last but not least, I need to thank 
my staff, both past and present. Over 
my 12 years in Congress, I had the 
privilege of having dedicated young 
men and women who sacrificed long 
hours, weekends, holidays, and special 
events in support of my goals. 

Without them, legislating would have 
been impossible. They serve on the 
front lines every day, prosecuting case-
work for my countless constituents, 
advancing my legislation, and taking 
the brunt of the vitriol from angry and 
lost individuals. Their work was never 
easy, and they never wavered. 

I especially thank my chief of staff, 
Austin Weatherford; my deputy chief of 
staff and district director, Bonnie 
Walsh; my legislative director, Sebas-
tian De Luca; my deputy district direc-
tor, Patrick Doggett; my policy ad-
viser, Paul Laurie; my field representa-
tives and caseworkers, Greg Ridenour, 
Casey Gross, Luke Phalen, and Leah 
Bohlmann; my communications direc-
tor, Theresa Reed; my legislative cor-
respondent, Luke Sandlin; my press as-
sistant, Emily Hayes; and my staff as-
sistant, Anna Brooks Reed. 

I was truly blessed to have such a 
dedicated staff to advise me through 
this whole process. They have become 
like family, and I will never forget the 
work they have done in service to their 
Nation and me. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

Cheryl L. Johnson. Clerk of the 
House, reported and found truly en-
rolled bills of the House of the fol-
lowing titles, which were thereupon 
signed by the Speaker: 

H.R. 228. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
2141 Ferry Street in Anderson, California, as 
the ‘‘Norma Comnick Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 263. An act to amend the Lacey Act 
Amendments of 1981 to clarify provisions en-
acted by the Captive Wildlife Safety Act, to 
further the conservation of certain wildlife 
species, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 310. An act to posthumously award 
the Congressional Gold Medal, collectively, 
to Glen Doherty, Tyrone Woods, J. Chris-
topher Stevens, and Sean Smith, in recogni-
tion of their contributions to the Nation. 

H.R. 700. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
303 East Mississippi Avenue in Elwood, Illi-
nois, as the ‘‘Lawrence M. ‘Larry’ Walsh Sr. 
Post Office’’. 

H.R. 1193. An act to amend title IV of the 
Public Health Service Act to direct the Di-
rector of the National Institutes of Health, 
in consultation with the Director of the Na-
tional Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute, to 
establish a program under which the Direc-
tor of the National Institutes of Health shall 
support or conduct research on valvular 
heart disease, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 2220. An act to amend title 40, United 
States Code, to modify the treatment of cer-
tain bargain-price options to purchase at less 
than fair market value, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 2930. An act to enhance protections of 
Native American tangible cultural heritage, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3175. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 135 Main Street in Biloxi, Mississippi, as 
the ‘‘Robert S. McKeithen Post Office Build-
ing’’. 

H.R. 3462. An act to require an annual re-
port on the cybersecurity of the Small Busi-
ness Administration, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 5481. An act to name the Department 
of Veterans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in Forest City, North Carolina, 
as the ‘‘Master Sergeant Jerry K. Crump VA 
Clinic’’. 

H.R. 5796. An act to amend title 35, United 
States Code, to establish a competition to 
award certificates that can be redeemed to 
accelerate certain matters at the Patent and 
Trademark Office, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 6614. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 4744 Grand River Avenue in Detroit, 
Michigan, as the ‘‘Rosa Louise McCauley 
Parks Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 6722. An act to designate the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs community-based 
outpatient clinic in French Camp, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘‘Richard A. Pittman VA Clin-
ic’’. 

H.R. 6863. An act to designate the medical 
center of the Department of Veterans Affairs 
in Memphis, Tennessee as the ‘‘Lt. Col. Luke 
Weathers, Jr. VA Medical Center’’. 

H.R. 7077. An act to require the United 
States Fire Administration to conduct on- 
site investigations of major fires, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 7535. An act to encourage the migra-
tion of Federal Government information 
technology systems to quantum-resistant 
cryptography, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 7903. An act to designate the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs community-based 
outpatient clinic located in Canton, Michi-
gan, as the ‘‘Major General Oliver W. Dillard 
VA Clinic.’’ 

H.R. 7925. An act to designate the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs community-based 
outpatient clinic located in Palm Desert, 
California, as the ‘‘Sy Kaplan VA Clinic’’. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

The Speaker announced her signa-
ture to enrolled bills of the Senate of 
the following titles: 

S. 198.—An act to require the Federal Com-
munications Commission to incorporate data 
on maternal health outcomes into its 
broadband health maps. 

S. 231.—An act to direct the Administrator 
of the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency to develop guidance for firefighters 
and other emergency response personnel on 
best practices to protect them from exposure 
to PFAS and to limit and prevent the release 
of PFAS into the environment, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 314.—An act to repeal the Klamath Tribe 
Judgment Fund Act. 

S. 1617.—An act to modify the require-
ments for the Administrator of the Small 
Business Administration relating to declar-
ing a disaster in a rural area, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2796.—An act to amend the Omnibus 
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to 
provide or the eligibility of rural community 
response pilot programs for funding under 
the Comprehensive Opioid Abuse Grant Pro-
gram, and for other purposes. 

S. 3092.—An act to amend the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act to improve the provision of cer-
tain disaster assistance, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 3115.—An act to remove the 4-year sun-
set from the Pro bono Work to Empower and 
Represent Act of 2018. 

S. 3499.—An act to amend the Post-Katrina 
Emergency Management Reform Act of 2006 
to repeal certain obsolete requirements, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 3662.—An act to temporarily increase 
the cost share authority for aqueous film 
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